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CONFIDENTIAL TUNIS 9184 
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SUB J : LE MONDE REPORT ON MASMOUDI INTERVIEW IN LEBANESE 
WEEKLY SABATH AL KHER DEC 25 

1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. DEC 27 ISSUE OF LE MONDE REPORTED 
IN BRIEF SECOND PAGE ARTICLE (ATTRIBUTED TO A.F.P.) THAT 
INTERVIEW WITH EX-TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MASMOUDI WAS 
PUBLISHED IN LEBANESE WEEKLY SABATH AL KHEIR DEC 25. 

ACCORDING TO THIS ACCOUNT, MASMOUDI FAVORS "AN EMENDMENT 
TO CONSTITUTION AND A CHANGE IN THE PRESIDENTIAL REGIME". 

2. HE ALSO IS QUOTED AS CALLING FOR "DECENTRALIZATION 

OF TUNISIA," AS WELL AS SOLIDARITY AND COOPERATIONS WITH 

NEIGHBORING STATES WITH A VIEW OF REALIZING A UNITARY 

FORMULA." ARTICLE CONCLUDED WITH MASNOUDI STATEMENT 

THAT "IT IS THE UNIONS WHICH ARE NOW THE PRINCIPAL 

FORCE IN TUNISIA," AND THAT "TUNISIAN ARMY IS IN PROCESS 

OF GAINING POWER." HE EXPRESSED WORRY THAT ARMY MAY EVF.NTU ALLEY 

NOT RETURN TO BARRACKS AND TAKE FULL POWER. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN CONFIDENTIAL. COMMENT. THIS IS THE FIRST 
PUBLIC STATEMENT WE HAVE SEEN ATTTIBUTED TO MASMOUDI 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 TUNIS 09184 290644Z 

SINCEHIS RETURN TO TUNIS ON DEC 12. WE DO NOT KNOW 
WHETHER HE IS STILL IN TUNISIA, BUT HIS STATEMENTS, AS 
REPORTED, CLEARLY INDICATE THAT MASMOUDI HAS ENDED HIS 
PERIOD OF SILENCE AND AGAIN HAS ENTERED THE FRAY. 

ALTHOUGH GOT HAS TAKEN MO OFFICIAL NOTICE OF ARTICLE, 

MASNOUDI'S REMARKS MUST SURREY BE UNWELCOME AND PARTICULARLY 
SO AT PRESENT TIME OF CABINET REORGANIZATION IN WAKE OF 
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BELKHODJA'S REMOVAL. END CONFIDENTIAL. 

4. BEGIN UNCLASSIFED. FOR BEIRUT ACTION REQUESTED: IF POSSIBLE, 

COULD YOU PROVIDE US ENGLISH OR FRENCH TRANSLATION OF ABOVE ARTICLE 
BY TELEGRAM. IF ARTICLE IS TOO LONG, WOULD APPRECIATE 
BRIEF SUMMARY BY TELEGRAM AND AIRPOUCHING OF ORIGINAL. 

UNFORTUNATELY, SABATH AL KHEIR IS NOT AVAILALBLE LOCALLY. 

END UNCLASSIFIED. 

MULCAHY 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 
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